
Good Friday Tenebrae – March 29, 2024 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church (LCMS) 

 Moline, Illinois 
 

The congregation assembles in reverent silence. After the ringing of the bells and prelude, the hymn is sung.  
 

Hymn: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded LSB 450 
Stanzas 1-3 are sung by all

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

4 (Men) My Shepherd, now receive me; 

    My Guardian, own me Thine. 

Great blessings Thou didst give me, 

    O Source of gifts divine. 

Thy lips have often fed me 

    With words of truth and love; 

Thy Spirit oft hath led me 

    To heav’nly joys above. 

  

5 (Women) What language shall I borrow 

    To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 

For this Thy dying sorrow, 

    Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever! 

    And should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never, 

    Outlive my love for Thee. 
 

Please turn the page for stanzas 6 & 7. 



 6 (All) My Savior, be Thou near me 

    When death is at my door; 

Then let Thy presence cheer me, 

    Forsake me nevermore! 

When soul and body languish, 

    O leave me not alone, 

But take away mine anguish 

    By virtue of Thine own! 

 7  (All) Be Thou my consolation, 

    My shield, when I must die; 

Remind me of Thy passion 

    When my last hour draws nigh. 

Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, 

    Upon Thy cross shall dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold Thee. 

    Who dieth thus dies well. 

The Darkness of Sin                                       Romans 3:10-18 
 

There is no distinction 

 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
(The first candle is extinguished) 

 
Hymn: Chief of Sinners Though I Be             LSB 611 sts. 1–2 

 

 
 

 

The Darkness of Betrayal                                       Luke 22:47-53 
 

 Be gracious to me, O God, according to Thy loving kindness 

 According to the greatness of Thy compassion blot out my transgressions. 
(The second candle is extinguished) 

 



Choir: O Come and Mourn      Shaw 

O come and mourn with me awhile; and tarry here the cross beside: 

O come, together let us mourn: Jesus, our Lord, is crucified. 
 

Have we no tears to shed for Him, while soldiers scoff and foes deride? 

Ah! Look how patiently He hangs: Jesus, our Lord, is crucified. 
 

Seven times He spoke, seven words of love: and all three hours His silence cried 

For mercy on the souls of men: Jesus, our Lord, is crucified. 
 

O love of God! O sin of man! In this dread act Your strength is tried, 

And victory remains with love; for Christ, our Lord, is crucified. 

 
The Darkness of Denial                                      Luke 22:54-62 
 

 Jesus said, “Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men,  

I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 

 But whoever shall deny Me before men  

I will also deny him before My father who is in heaven. 
(The third candle is extinguished) 

 

Hymn: Upon the Cross Extended  LSB 453 

 

 

 

 

   



The Darkness of Suffering                             John 19:1-16 
 

 Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.  He was wounded for our 

transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities. 

 The chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed. 
(The fourth candle is extinguished) 

 

 

Hymn: Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted                       LSB 451 

 
 

The Darkness of the Cross                          Matthew 27:33-46 
 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us, for it is written: 

Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree. 
(The fifth candle is extinguished) 



Hymn: In Silent Pain The Eternal Son                                      LSB 432 

 

 

 

 
 

The Darkness of Death                                               Luke 23:44-49 
 

 Jesus humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death. 

 Even death upon a cross. 
(The sixth candle is extinguished) 

 
Hymn: Were You There             LSB 456 sts. 1–3 



  
 

The Darkness of the Tomb                                      John 19:38-42 
 

The Closing of the Book & the Door - the work of the cross is completed 
(The seventh candle is extinguished) 

 

Hymn: O Darkest Woe                                                  LSB 448 sts. 1–4 

 
 

At the hymn’s conclusion the Church is completely darkened, signifying Christ’s death and burial.  

At the sermon’s conclusion, the appearance of the Christ Candle signifies the hope of the resurrection. 

 

Sermon: Naked Shame                                           John 19:23-24 
 

Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Light of Life: John 8:12                     



Hymn: The Tree of Life                                                   LSB 561 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

†  †  † 

 

As you are ushered from the church, please leave the sanctuary in reverent silence, refraining 

from conversation until you are in the entryway or outside. 
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The Easter Vigil is tomorrow at 8:00 p.m.  

Worshippers should assemble in the courtyard and the atrium, where the service will begin.  

After the Paschal Candle has been lit, we will process into the darkened church. 

 

Everyone is invited to Journey to the Cross,  

an Easter event for families and children, occurring tomorrow at 10:00. 

 

 

Easter Sunday Schedule at Holy Cross 

7:00 – Divine Service with Holy Communion 

8:15-9:15 – Easter Breakfast 

9:30 – Sunday School/Bible Class Easter Video 

10:45 – Easter Service with Holy Communion 
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