
HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
4107 21st Avenue, Moline, IL 61265

(309) 764-9720
holycrosslutheran@mchsi.com

THE ILLUMINATOR
       The Holy Cross Lutheran Church Newsletter

Pastor’s Newsletter Article for October 2024

Why is the Bible called the Holy Bible?

Prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  - 2 Peter 1:21

“One more book, Daddy! Please!” my children would tell me 
(many years ago now) as they looked at me with pleading 
eyes, while holding up their favorite books. It’s amazing how 
many books we read in a single sitting, everything from: If You 
Give a Mouse a Cookie, to Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do 
You See? to The Berenstain Bears     series, to Goosebumps. 
These books contain short stories that hold the attention of the 
listener (and sometimes the reader) while providing some 
entertainment or education along the way.

We read for many reasons. And we know that most of the things we read whether online, in the 
newspaper, or in a book must be read with a discerning eye. The problem is that we sometimes struggle 
to know which parts of them are real and true. 

This can be a challenge. But what about when it comes to the Bible, the HOLY Bible. Well, that is 
another story, isn’t it? Why? Throughout Scripture we are told that God’s Word is different. What 
makes it different? The author is God. Yes, men wrote the Bible but God is the main author. It is his 
holy, perfect Word. 

God tells us some remarkable truths about his Word such as: God’s Word cannot be broken—
everything it says is reliable (John 10:35b). His Word is truth—why would God lie to us? (John 17:17). 
His Word is sharp—it can pierce through the hardest of hearts (Hebrews 4:12). His Word is alive—it is 
active (John 6:63). His Word is powerful (Romans 1:16). His Word always achieves God’s purpose 
(Isaiah 55:11). His Word will never pass away (Isaiah 40:8; 1 Peter 1:25). 

While these truths are important to note, it is the message of God’s Word that can’t be overlooked. For 
God says that the purpose of the Bible, the HOLY Bible, is for us to know that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing we may have life in his name (John 20:31). 
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The Bible is HOLY. But you have to open and use it to get anything out of it. If you want to change a 
heart or be comforted by God’s grace, you have to “blow off the dust” and share or listen to the HOLY 
words of our God. These are the words that he authored through men, for you, to tell you about his 
great love and saving activity in Jesus, so that through the encouragement of the Scriptures you might 
have hope. I am so very much encouraged as I see so many members of Holy Cross involved in Bible 
Study with Pastor Brondos and myself. As we move deeper into autumn and life begins to fall into a 
routine, let me encourage you to make time for study with your fellow members of the Body of Christ 
and personal daily Bible reading and meditation. It's an investment in your spiritual growth and will 
bring immeasurable blessings into your life. Studying God's Word is like embarking on an exciting 
adventure. You'll encounter new truths, deepen your relationship with God, and find answers to life's 
questions. Immerse yourself in its pages and discover the incredible riches God has for you. There’s no 
other book like it. That’s why we call it HOLY!

I LOVE BEING YOUR VACANCY PASTOR!
(Next month: Why doesn’t God always answer my prayer?)

Pastor Wright
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You are always welcome to any of our Bible classes!
Held in the fellowship hall on Wednesday’s at 9am. You do not need to start at the 

beginning of a unit or topic. Please come whenever 
you can. 

For those who have been attending church for decades, it may seem that the historic 
liturgy is boring or vain repetition. In this Bible study, however, we will note how much 
of the liturgy is actually God's Word as it first appeared in the lives God's people. In a 
practical and vibrant way, these sessions will help enrich and deepen our worship life 
and appreciation for Word and Sacrament in a way that has proven tried-and-true over 

the centuries.

Pastor Joel A. Brondos
 Served as a parish pastor and as a parochial headmaster of classical Lutheran schools 

for over 30 years in urban, suburban, and rural settings (retiring in 2019). He has 
lectured around the country and has published numerous devotions and Bible studies for 
CPH and other synodical publications. In 2008, he received the middle school teacher of 

the year award in the Northern Illinois District. He currently serves on the Board of 
Regents for Concordia Seminary - St. Louis. His wife of 43 years, Marilyn, has served 
as a teacher in the primary grades, and they currently live in Geneseo. Benjamin and 

Melissa Brondos, son and daughter-in-law, are members of Holy Cross.



The Illuminator                                 October 2024                                             Page 5   

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven: Ecclesiastes 3:1

To the congregation of Holy Cross,

After spending a great deal of time in prayer and reflection, it is with a heavy heart that I 
announce my resignation from the post of Sunday School Superintendent here at Holy 
Cross effective 12/31. It has been an amazing journey, and I enjoyed spending it with 
your children and grandchildren at the wide variety of activities that we put together. I 
have to admit that I didn’t expect to make this decision for a few more years, but as we 
all know the seasons of life are cyclical and I am at the place where I can’t dedicate so 
much of my time and energy to this amazing endeavor. It has truly been an epic part of 
my and my family’s lives. Thank you all for your support over the years!

I want to assure you that the elders and volunteers here have my full support and Holy 
Cross will continue to uphold the legacy of the importance of teaching the true and 
unembellished word of Christ to our young ones. That is a promise to all of us, by the 
grace of God – a lot of people love and cherish our youth.

Looking ahead, I have a few great months to look forward to! We won’t have any YPS 
meetings coming up, but our youth (7th - 12th grade) are cordially invited to spend 
Sunday evenings with Immanuel Lutheran Church in Rock Island from 5:30 to 7:30. 
What a great way to meet and hang out with other Lutheran youth!

In October, we will get together for our annual Reformation Celebration. Come join us 
on Saturday, October 19th at 2 pm for some Lutheran Fun! We’ll learn about Martin 
Luther and what he did for us in 1517 AND we’ll have fun together with games, 
pumpkin carving and snacks.

In November, we will gather for our Annual Make Your Own Thanksgiving Dinner. 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 16th. This will be an afternoon of cooking 
together, then inviting our families back to eat our masterpieces with us! As we get 
closer I’ll gather RSVPs so we can be prepared to feed everyone.

Then it will be time for our Christmas program! More on that as we get closer to 
December.

Thank you, again and again and over and over for all that you do, Holy Cross! 

In Christ,
Susan Serre
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We welcome these children of God to our Holy Cross family...
 

 Name: Grant Mitchell Erickson
  Date of Birth: May 02, 2024

  Date of Baptism: Sept. 14, 2024 
  Parents: Matthew Charles Erickson 

& Julie Marie Erickson (Briggs)
 Sponsors: Mitchell & Erin Erickson

Baptized into Your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, I claim a 
place, the weak and lowly, among your saints, your chosen host. Buried with Christ 

and dead to sin, your Spirit now shall live within.

Name: Robert Tanner Van Hemert
Date of Birth: August 19, 2024

Date of Baptism: August 25, 2024
Parents: Trey & Evelyn Van Hemert

Sponsor: Tanner Van Hemert 
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Our Pantry Sunday recipient for the month of October is Cristo Rey. Please keep 
them in your thoughts while you’re out and about!

LWML Garage Sale  is October 3rd & 4th

It’s time to start cleaning out your closets and set aside items for our next Garage Sale in 
October. Items will be accepted beginning September 30th. For more information, 

contact Marcia Green (309) 236-2923 or Jan Tutskey (309) 781-1624. 

The Mutual Encouragement Committee
 serves a meal the second Monday of every month following a worship 

service at Christian Care in Rock Island. In this way we serve both 
body and soul of those in our community who find themselves in need. 
Our next date of service is October 14, 2024. Monetary donations are 
always welcome and are used to purchase spaghetti ingredients, salads 

and garlic bread. A sign-up sheet is located in the entryway for those interested in 
providing desserts or fresh fruit. These items, clearly marked for Christian Care, can be 
left in the Holy Cross kitchen on Monday or Sunday immediately preceding. Space is 
limited in the Christian Care kitchen, so those signing up to serve must be limited to 

four. The Mutual Encouragement Committee thanks you in advance for your kind and 
generous cooperation.

The foot clinic will be held on Thursday, October 17, 2024 from 1pm-3:30pm. 
Please remember to bring a towel and $35.00
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Please remember to complete one of the attendance cards in the pew rack. This 
information is used for many planning purposes.

Volunteers are needed to watch the security monitor 
during our 

services!
If you can help in this way, please sign the sheet in the 

church entryway. If you have any questions, please talk to
a member of the Board of Elders.

Volunteering to Serve

As we approach 2025, Holy Cross is looking for volunteers to serve on 
committees and leadership positions. If you are interested in serving the 

Lord through leadership/ committee work or general assist, please call or text Marcia 
Green at (309)236-2923.

ATTENTION!!! 

The staff at Holy Cross is currently in the process of updating our records of 
contact information for members, etc. If you need to update your address, phone 

number or email, please contact the office at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you!

FYI… Bell practice will be postponed until further notice
. New players are always welcome! Thanks!

Just a Reminder… There will be NO Peace Quilters in October.
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Exercise Class and Fellowship Hour: New Time!
 Exercise Class begins at 10:15 A.M. Immediately 

following the 9 A.M. - 10 A.M.Bible Class led by Pastor 
Gary Wright. Come and join us for Fellowship Hour 

following the Exercise Class!

The October –  December 2024 Edition: 
Portals of Prayer have arrived! 

Please help yourself to this devotional resource and share with 
others. 

Confirmation Classes will be held on Wednesday evenings from 5-7:30pm. If you have 
any questions, please contact the office or Pastor Wright.

Newsletter and Calendar Announcements for the month of 
November MUST be submitted to the office by 

Monday, October 21, 2024
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CHILI COOKOFF FUNDRAISER 

SUNDAY, OCT. 13TH 
4PM-6PM 

$10 adults 
Children 12 and under free with a canned 

food donation 

Come try over a dozen types of fresh, homemade chili and cast 
your vote for your favorite tasting plus vote for ‘best presentation’! 

There will also be a bake sale. 

Bring your friends! Bring your family! Bring your neighbors 
and 

co-workers! 

 

St. John’s Lutheran 
Church 

1450 30th Ave. 
East Moline, IL 

309-792-0755 
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Christ the King (Cristo Rey) Lutheran Church
1301-19th Street, East Moline, IL 61244

E-mail: cristorey-em@sbcglobal.net
Ph. (309) 738-6124

Rev. Pablo G. Domínguez

Newsletter OCTOBER 2024

Prison Ministry.  
In August 2006 I began a new, additional ministry as a volunteer chaplain at the East Moline 
Correctional Center. I went to the prison three Fridays per month, from 6-8 p.m. I had the opportunity 
to do Bible studies with the Hispanic inmates. The first time I went in August, I saw many inmates but 
no Hispanics. We entered the building, and the other volunteer chaplains went to their classrooms with 
their inmates. I sat in a chair, but nobody came. I read my Bible while I waited. One hour later and still 
no Hispanics came. Another half hour passed. At 7:35 a Hispanic man approached and asked, “Are you 
the Hispanic chaplain?” “Yes, I am” I answered. He replied, “Last Friday, there was no chaplain here.” 
I said, “Well this is my first time here.” The man turned his head to the crowd and shouted: “Hey, 
spread the word, the Spanish chaplain is here, and we’ll have a Bible study”. Then he ran and 
disappeared. Five minutes later, ten Hispanics came to the building and the stern guard shouted at 
them: “Where are you going? Do you think it is possible to have a Bible study in ten minutes?” Then a 
man said: “No, but we can pray”. We walked to the hall, and I shared a brief meditation, and we prayed 
for their needs. When I opened my eyes, I saw that they were comforted and now had enthusiastic 
faces. Each of them shook my hand and said “Thank you for coming here”

Another Friday I went to the prison, and I noticed that I was the only chaplain. The guard said, “Will 
you conduct the English and Spanish Bible study today?” “Yes, I will” I answered. At this moment I 
prayed “God, I came to share the Good News with these people, now they want me to do it in English. 
I’ll do it, but God You know that I don’t speak fluent English.  I trust in You and my soul is Yours”
After a short ride in a car, I arrived at the chapel. I saw Afro-Americans, Hispanics and Anglos. Then 
one Hispanic said to me: “Pastor Dominguez, I will be your translator today, don’t worry”.
God answered my prayer right in front of my eyes. That Friday evening was a blessing for all, 
especially me!  (This story was written in my NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2006)

And now in 2024, 15-20 Hispanics attend the Bible Study every Thursday. They are learning about 
Jesus’ love and the Good News. Please keep them, the chaplains and the volunteers in your prayers.   
What a wonderful opportunity God has given us to lead people to Christ!

Thank you so very much, dear friends, for your loyal support of the Hispanic ministry at Cristo 
Rey with prayers, donations and monetary gifts!

mailto:cristorey-em@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cristorey-em@sbcglobal.net
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Holy Cross’s support of Rev. Mahlburg’s Sri Lanka mission work is going very 
well!! 

Thus far $3,510 of the $4000 pledged has been collected. This goal too will soon be met. 
Thank – you

The current Dollar for Missions project is for replacement of furnaces at Immanuel 
Lutheran Student Center,  Macomb.

which is expected to cost some $25,000. The Student Center 
was built 55 years ago. Equipment replacement like this is 
important so the Gospel can continue to be proclaimed and 

students can go on being reached there for years into the future.
 For more information visit:

 https://www.cidlcms.org/ministry-dfm-current-project.html. 
Thank you tothose at St. John’s who consistently support the 

work of Missions on the District and Synodical level.
              You are a blessing

The Mission of the LCMS Central Illinois District Church Extension Fund
Is to aid The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) congregations, schools, and 
agencies of the LCMS Central Illinois District (CID) in building and expanding their 

facilities and ministries for the growth of God's Kingdom. 
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 The Camp CILCA Lowdown 

October, 2024   

 217-487-7497 / camp@cilca.org 
4124 Camp Cilca Rd. 

Cantrall, IL 62625 

 SAVE THE DATE: 

❖ G.R.I.T. Run: October 5 
 Open run participants ages 6-18 run for $10, and participants 19+ run for $30. Coaches 
run for free and family members of high school participants run for $15. 

❖ Act Like Men Work Day: November 2 

❖ Young Adult Game Night: November 9 
Camp CILCA is hosting a game night for young adults (21+). There is no cost, just bring 
a friend, any games you want to play, snacks or sides to share. 3-6pm. 

❖ Women’s Scroapbook Retreat: November 15-17 Cost is $90 for your shared 
room and meals. (Private rooms are available upon request for $120.) Register at 
cilca.org/womens-scrapbooking-retreat 
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HELP NEEDED!
Camp CILCA is looking for one or more housekeepers to help prepare facilities 
for the summer camp program, outdoor education, and retreats. If you know 
someone interested in this contact Camp CILCA at 217-487-7497 or 
director@cilca.org. 

Camp CILCA exists to strengthen and foster faith in Jesus Christ and relationships with others in a unique outdoor setting. 
Find out more at www.cilca.org 
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Higher Things is blessed to serve the church in one of our busiest months of the 

year, Here is all you need to know for this October...

1. Conference registration materials were released October 1

2. Plenaries for All Things New release on October 15

3. Registration for All Things New opens November 1

4. Learn more about our next opportunity for those 

age 18-24 when information for our first Higher 

Things Beyond event, Eyes to See, releases on 

November 1.

5.  HT releases new content every day! Check us out on 
YouTube and your favorite podcast app!

Higher Things seeks to make the Gifts of Christ Jesus 

known to youth and young adults...but what does this mean?

HT offers a variety of resources like conferences, retreats, camps, mission events, 

videos, devotions, podcasts, and books. Higher Things points youth and young 

adults toward Christ crucified for them, the very message they hear in your 

sanctuary!

Higher Things is a Recognized Service Organization of the Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod. Throughout the last 25 years, HT has supported the 
congregations, universities, and seminaries of the LCMS by helping to create a 
distinctly Lutheran identity in our youth and young adults. We help your church 
equip youth and young adults to stand firm in Christ Jesus.



Please help to keep this list current by calling the church office when a name can be added or removed. 
This list is also printed in the Sunday bulletin.

Members in Facilities: Mercer Manor, Aledo – Bob Koehler; Cedarhurst – Susan Wyant, 
Jan Phillips; Friendship Manor - Dick Hochstetler, Phyllis Thorngren; Woodridge 
Supportive Living, Galesburg - Dick Ristau; Illini Restorative Care – Henry Setton; 
Park Vista: Ron & Caroline Luecke; Celebrate of Moline – Sieg Paulsen.

Serving in the Military: Jakob Ryckeghem, Alexa Ellis, Brett Kramer (Grandson of Terry 
Kramer), Logan Noard (Son of Kyle and Marilyn Noard), Leith Masri (son of Peggy Jones), 
Stephen Waugaman (grandsons of Donna Knudtson), Cameron Moore (grandson of Lew and 
Maria Steinbrecher), Andrew Tolley (son of Carole Tolley), David Revel (son of Craig & 
Laurie Revel), Jeffrey Teuscher (nephew of Willie Swain), Matthew Glider (grandson of Doris 
Glider), Austin Cox (grandson-in-law of Sieg Paulsen).

Members of the Congregation Receiving Cancer Treatment: Pastor Murdock,
 Kathrine Hopkins.   

Friends of the Congregation Receiving Treatment for Cancer: Ryan Ramshaw (brother-in-
law of Melissa and Benjamin Brondos), Gail Stuenkel (sister-in-law of Tom & Donna 
Stuenkel), Lisa Dingeldein (cousin of Justina), Mike Dingeldein (uncle of Justina), Lisa 
Crawford (friend of Melissa Thorngren), Tristan Blume (friend of Teresa Brown), Joanne 
Lyons (friend of Joyce Spidle), Dave Patterson (brother of Bev Wagner), Harold Foster 
(brother-in-law of Bob Hellstrom), Judy Knudsen (sister of Allen Stegemann), Hannah Clark 
(relative of Marilyn Noard) Kim Trask (sister of Robbie Garrison).

Serious Health Concerns: Tony Loritz (son of friends of Jennifer Swanberg),
Phyllis Murdock, Pam & Bill (friends of Gwen Shrake), Scarlet Durbin (granddaughter of 
Beverly Carlise; great-granddaughter of Martha Kroll), Susan Raber (sister of Terry Kramer), 
Gwen Shrake, Hazel White (mother of Robbie Garrison), Ken Lackey (brother of Gwen 
Shrake), Heidi Sias, Maureen DeLassus, Kelly Teuscher (niece of Willie Swain).

Recovering/Ongoing Health Concerns: Bethany Albrecht (granddaughter of Wilfred & 
Lynette Karsten), Sherry Lohse, David Kramer, Donald Dawson, Gary Johnson, Alyssa Jones 
(granddaughter of Marian Jones), Fred Poe (grandson of Virginia Koontz), Carol Ferrell, 
Susan Jamieson, Joshua Duburg (cousin of Jill Safe), Sieg Paulsen, Cindy Davenport.
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October Bible Reading Guide

10/01 Jonah 2:2-9/Jeremiah 32-34 
10/02 Psalm 114/Jeremiah 35-37 
10/03 Psalm 115/Jeremiah 38-40 
10/04 Psalm 116/Jeremiah 41-43 
10/05 Psalm 117/Jeremiah 44-47 
10/06 Psalm 118/Jeremiah 48-50 
10/07 Psalm 119:1-8/Jeremiah 51-52 
10/08 Psalm 119:9-16/Lamentations 1-2 
10/09 Psalm 119:17-24/Lamentations 3-
5 
10/10 Psalm 119:25-32/Ezekiel 1-3 
10/11 Psalm 119:33-40/Ezekiel 4-6 
10/12 Psalm 119:41-48/Ezekiel 7-9 
10/13 Psalm 119:49-56/Ezekiel 10-12 
10/14 Psalm 119:57-64/Ezekiel 13-15 
10/15 Psalm 119:65-72/Ezekiel 16-18 
10/16 Psalm 119:73-80/Ezekiel 19-21 

10/17 Psalm 119:81-88/Ezekiel 22-24 
10/18 Psalm 119:89-96/Ezekiel 25-27 
10/19 Psalm 119:97-104/Ezekiel 28-30 
10/20 Psalm 119:105-112/Ezekiel 31-33 
10/21 Psalm 119:113-120/Ezekiel 34-36 
10/22 Psalm 119:121-128/Ezekiel 37-39 
10/23 Psalm 119:129-136/Ezekiel 40-42 
10/24 Psalm 119:137-144/Ezekiel 43-45 
10/25 Psalm 119:145-152/Ezekiel 46-48 
10/26 Psalm 119:153-160/Daniel 1-3 
10/27 Psalm 119:161-168/Daniel 4-6 
10/28 Psalm 119:169-176/Daniel 7-9 
10/29 Psalm 120/Daniel 10-12 
10/30 Psalm 121/Hosea 1-4 
10/31 Jonah 2:2-9/Hosea 5-7

October Birthdays!!!

Donald Dawson 10/3 
Dale Farmer 10/3 
Patricia Gordon 10/5 
Alexander Serre 10/5 
Jacob Stewart 10/5 
Jim Cramblett        10/6 
Bruce Garrison       10/6 
Julie Farmer           10/7
Cathy Best  10/8 
Jorgia Finch 10/10
Emma Noah 10/11 
Ken Phillips 10/11 

Alice Kelly 10/12 
Bobbie Ann Engels 10/14 
Lawrence Kroll 10/14 
Taylor Lohse 10/15 
Jason Engle 10/17 
Vicki Tornquist 10/17 
Sharon McKean 10/18
Trey Van Hemert 10/19 
Steve Engelkes 10/22 
Amanda VanWatermeulen 

10/23 
Gabriel Thompson 10/28 
Kris Bull 10/31

According to our records, God has blessed you with the privilege of celebrating a birthday this month. Please 
inform the Holy Cross office if this information is incorrect.Have you remembered the Lord’s work in your will 

and estate planning?
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Church Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday
 8:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Office is closed on Fridays

1 2

9:00 Pastor’s BC
10:15  No Fitness

10:45 No Fellowship
No Bells

 3

4:00 –7:00  LWML 
Yard/Bake Sale

4
.

9:00 - 1:00 LWML 
Yard/Bake Sale

5

6 20th  Sunday after Pentecost

9:30 Bible Class/SS
10:45 Divine Service HC

Pantry Sunday – Cristo Rey

7 8

5:30 Property 
Meeting

9  9:00 Pastor’s BC
10:15 Fitness

10:40 Fellowship
No Bells

5:30 BOE Meeting

10 

 12:30 LWML

11  12

13 21st Sunday after 
Pentecost

9:30 Bible Class/SS
10:45 Divine Service HC

 14 Columbus Day

6:00 Christian Care 
Mission Service & 

Dinner

 15 16
        9:00 Pastor’s BC

10:15 Fitness
10:40 Fellowship

No Bells

17

No Peace Quilters
1:00 Foot Clinic

 

18  St. Luke,    
Evangelist

19

2:00 Sunday School 
Reformation 
Celebration!

 20 22nd  Sunday after 
Pentecost

9:30 Sunday School/BC
10:45 Divine Service HC

21

November Calendar 
& Newsletter Items 

Due!!!

22 23
          9:00 Pastor’s BC

10:15 Fitness
10:40 Fellowship

No Bells

 24 25 26 

27 Reformation Observed

9:30 Sunday School/BC
10:45 Divine Service HC

28  St. Simon & St.  
Jude, Apostles

29 30
9:00 Pastor’s BC

10:15 Fitness
10:40 Fellowship

No Bells

31  Reformation Day

CID Fall Pastor’s Conference – Messiah, Carlyle, IL

Contact Information: Church: 309-764-9720
Website: www.holycrossmoline-lcms.org
Email: holycrosslutheran@mchsi.com
Pastor: 309-236-3882 | 
hastatusopifex@gmail.com
Susan: 309-721-1749 | sujo.serre@gmail.com
Hope: 309-644-1714

http://www.holycrossmoline-lcms.org/
mailto:hastatusopifex@gmail.com
mailto:sujo.serre@gmail.com
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